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| during court and.
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1865 seriots problems for him. Tom is kind-hearted

and gentle, but because he is black and living in Maycomb at the time, he !

o
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constantly faces prejudice and racism. When he is on trial for murder and

Mr. Gilmer questions him, Tom says this about about helping Mayella
Ewell, “1 ;Eelt right sorry for her, she seemed to try more'n the rest of ‘em”
(Lee 197). W hile this may seem like a kind gesture and warm sentnnent

\ Tom’s words astonish and mortify the Maycomb courtroom Tom

\ compassion for Mayella is such a problem because feeling sorry for

someone implies, on some level, that you think they are worse off than y()u
are. For a black man like Tom to even suggest that he is better than

‘ ’\/Iayeﬂa Ewell, a white person, rattles the social order of Maycomb. Sadly,

right after saying this, Tom ’ ‘realized h;s mistake and shifted

uncomfortably in the chair” (Lee 197). Hawever,. his words had already /

; the novel because he is sincere, but

_from the people of Maycomb who mistake his compassion for self-

| righteousness.



